
News from the Nebraska Veterans Coalition 7  February 2020 

 

 Information addressed in this newsletter and Twitter are linked to our Website. You are also 

invited to our Facebook page with over 4,100 friends.  Our twitter page @VetsCoalitionNE.  

has our posts, those from the Nebraska Departments of Veteran Affairs, Labor and Economic 

Delevement, Nebraska Small Buisness Administeration and other informative followers.  

 Our website contains both Nebraska and National News events and links to websites of 

interest to veterans. http://www.nebraskaveterans.org/,  
 

WHAT WE DO AND WHAT OUR GOALS ARE:  

The Nebraska Veteran's Coalition is a non-partisan and/or a bi-partisan group.  We want to keep military 

members and business managers informed on the status of veterans related Legislation in the Nebraska 

Unicameral.  Communicate with Legislators, the Governor’s Office, Chambers of Commerce and 

community leaders recommending Nebraska  establish a Home Base Program for veterans like other 

states. Promote increasing tax revenues by retaining the Nebraska veteran population along with their 

families to remaining here. Share information to improve support of veterans and their families. Persuade 

Veterans to be more involved in the process of Democracy. Work with the Nebraska Departments of 

Labor, Veterans Affairs and Veterans Service Organizations   

 

 

 

 

 

Bellevue University Military Veteran Services Center 

 
The Military Veteran Services Center (MVSC) at Bellevue University is a beautiful 6,000 square-foot 

building set aside for our Military Veteran students and the Veteran community, dedicated to services and 

support. The MVSC is a little like a private USO canteen - a space to call their own - fully staffed by 

veterans with experience both in the field and in the classroom.  

What you will find at the Center. 



Our Military Veteran students can make themselves at home here in our welcoming lounge, fully 

equipped conference rooms, or private study rooms; and we invite them to take advantage of friendly 

support teams also located here, including representatives from –  

• The Department of Veteran Affairs VetSuccess on Campus Counselor; DAV Chapter 47; 

SALUTE Honor Society; and career and academic support.  

Learn more about services you will find at the MVSC.  

A global reach far beyond the building.Not merely a resource for local Veteran students and 

alumni, MVSC exists to reach students no matter where they are. Whether support is given over the 

phone, through email, or through social media channels and technology, we are committed to bringing 

support when needed. 

Mission of the MVSC on the Bellevue University campus 

Dedicated in 2013, the MVSC is an example of Bellevue University’s commitment to serving the military 

and returning veterans, which dates back to our founding in 1966. Established by area leaders to serve the 

educational needs of adults from the Offutt AFB community located just one mile from our campus, we 

continue to serve that mission. Bellevue University strives to continually develop new programs and 

services to meet the evolving needs of our servicemen and women both locally and around the world. Our 

passion is to provide the best service and support possible for those who have so valiantly served our 

country.  

Military Times ranked Bellevue University sixth on its "Best for Vets: Colleges 2016 Online & 

nontraditional schools" list. And the University is routinely among the best in the nation in Military 

Advanced Education magazine’s Top Colleges and Universities ranking.  

To learn more about the MVSC, please contact the Center at 1.866.676.3614 or mvsc@bellevue.edu.  

Hours of Operation 

• Monday- Thursday 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

• Fridays 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM  

• Saturday and Sunday closed 

 

 

Lincoln VA Veterans Town Hall 



 

 

 

Gov. Ricketts Designates US-20 as “Nebraska Medal of Honor Highway”  

BY Governor's Office | February 5, 2020  

https://krvn.com/regional-news/gov-ricketts-designates-us-20-as-nebraska-medal-of-honor-
highway/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

LINCOLN – On Friday, January 31st, Governor Pete Ricketts signed paperwork to formally name 

Nebraska’s section of U.S. Highway 20 as the “Nebraska Medal of Honor Highway.”  The signing took 

place on Veterans Legislative Day, an annual event at the State Capitol for veterans and veteran service 

organizations to learn about veteran- and military-related legislation. In early 2018 veterans from Oregon 

began a push to make Highway 20 from Newport Oregon to Boston Massachusetts become The Medal of 

Honor Highway. U.S highway 20 is a part of the highway system that runs for 3,365 miles    In Nebraska 

Hwy 20 begins on the Wyoming Nebraska state line west of Harrison near the Niobrara River and runs to 

Nebraska-Iowa state line in South Sioux City running for 431 miles   

 

 

 

 

Camp Ashland could be coronavirus quarantine site for Americans who were in 

Wuhan, China  
A National Guard camp near Ashland, Nebraska, could be used as a temporary quarantine site for 

Americans returning from China while they’re under observation for signs of the coronavirus, Guard 

officials confirmed Monday. 

A team from the University of Nebraska Medical Center toured Camp Ashland on Sunday, said Maj. 

Scott Ingalsbe, a Nebraska National Guard spokesman. 



Nebraska Medicine, UNMC’s clinical partner, confirmed Monday that Camp Ashland is the proposed 

location for the Americans to be housed if they are brought to Nebraska. “We have been asked to prepare 

to support this effort and we’re ready if needed,” said Taylor Wilson, a Nebraska Medicine spokesman. 

Under a federal health emergency order issued Friday, U.S. citizens who have traveled within the past 

two weeks to China’s Wuhan area — the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak — will be subject to a 

mandatory quarantine of 14 days. Americans returning from other parts of China will be allowed to self-

monitor for a similar period. 

Ingalsbe said the Guard has offered to make available three buildings with 85 hotel-style rooms at Camp 

Ashland. The buildings are two stories high and built on stilts. 

Sign up for World-Herald news alerts 

Be the first to know when news happens. Get the latest breaking headlines sent straight to your inbox.  

Wuhan visitors won’t eat at the dining hall, use the fitness center or otherwise have contact with soldiers 

in training, Ingalsbe said. They will not interact with National Guard members, either. 

“Meals would be brought to their rooms,” Ingalsbe said. “They would be in buildings we could separate 

from regular training.” 

Maj. Gen. Daryl Bohac, the Nebraska National Guard’s adjutant general, hasn’t yet been notified whether 

Camp Ashland has been selected as a quarantine site, Ingalsbe said. He added, however, that “We are 

planning as if this is going to happen.” 

The federal Department of Health and Human Services is working on a plan to bring Americans back to 

the United States, UNMC Chancellor Jeffrey Gold said Saturday. The travelers most likely would be 

employees of the federal government or private companies who have tested negative for coronavirus. 

They would have recently visited Wuhan or other cities where people have come down with the virus. 

Nearly 20,438 people around the world have been infected with the coronavirus, most in China, the 

World Health Organization reported Monday. The coronavirus so far has resulted in 425 deaths, all but 

one in China. 

Eleven cases have been confirmed in the United States, nine of whom had traveled to the Wuhan area, the 

federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said. Nebraska has had no confirmed cases. 

Reported illnesses from the coronavirus have ranged from people with few to no symptoms to people 

being severely ill and dying, the CDC said. Symptoms can include fever, cough and shortness of breath. 

Currently, 195 Americans who arrived on a flight last week from Wuhan are under quarantine at March 

Air Reserve Base in California. 

Dr. Nancy Messonnier of the CDC said in a news media briefing Monday that more flights from Wuhan 

are expected this week. 

Over the weekend, she said, the CDC sent four additional teams to specific U.S. Department of Defense 

locations where those planes will arrive. Messonnier, director of the CDC’s National Center for 

Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, did not name those locations. 

She said the agency has a “general estimate” of the number of Americans who would be arriving but 

would not have a “completely accurate number” until the flights land. She did not give an estimate. 



Camp Ashland, 30 miles southwest of Omaha, was devastated by flooding last year when a levee 

protecting it from the neighboring Platte River was breached. Floodwaters as deep as 8 feet wrecked most 

of the buildings at the 100-year-old training site. 

But about a dozen buildings with barracks rooms and classrooms had been constructed on stilts. All 

remained unscathed. Roads, electrical infrastructure and a dining hall have since been repaired, and the 

levee has been patched. 

Training has continued at Camp Ashland despite the flood damage. Ingalsbe said that won’t change even 

if people being monitored for coronavirus are housed there. 

The Guard has been told it will receive $62 million from Congress this year to rebuild the remaining 

buildings on stilts and to extend concrete reinforcement of the levee. 

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert, Douglas County officials and others are 

involved in preparations for housing people returning from China, Gold said Saturday. 

The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services also has been monitoring the situation and has 

issued alerts to health care professionals across the state. The department has posted a web page with 

more information at http://www.dhhs.ne.gov/coronavirus 

 

• By Steve Liewer and Julie Anderson / World-Herald staff writers  

• Feb 3, 2020 

• https://www.omaha.com/news/military/camp-ashland-could-be-coronavirus-quarantine-site-for-

americans-who/article_e02efc5f-1910-511b-b240-

52e41b13882a.html?fbclid=IwAR1oRBiZUOMasao_VkITGC7l_eehH2LTekFTR8FIXflnvzIuS1

cntJJz_NI#1 

•  

 

Marine Corps Offering Former Reserve Pilots $30K to Return to Service 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/01/02/marine-corps-offering-former-reserve-pilots-

30k-return-service.html 

The Marine Corps is offering some former Reserve pilots lucrative bonuses to get them back in 

the cockpit. 

Former captains and majors qualified to fly certain aircraft who are willing to rejoin a Marine 

Corps squadron can pocket up to a $30,000 lump-sum bonus if they agree to a three-year term in 

the Active Reserve. Those willing to serve two years in the Reserve are eligible for a $20,000 

payout. 

2 Jan 2020 

Military.com | By Gina Harkins 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view our Legislative Tracker (last updated (2/6/2020).  

https://veterans.nebraska.gov/sites/veterans.nebraska.gov/files/doc/2020%20Legislation%202-7-20.pdf 

The Legislature is adjourned until Monday, February 10, at 9:00 a.m.  

For information on the 2020 session, including calendar, committees, senator list, and 

more, please visit https://veterans.nebraska.gov/legislative-issues. 

 Recent Legislative News 

LB450 - Change tuition assistance provisions for National Guard members,  spouses, and children 

LB 450 amends the current state tuition assistance program and provides for expanded use of the funds to 

include graduate degrees and professional programs.  

 1. Increasing the tuition reimbursement amount from 75 percent to 100 percent for non-graduate degrees.  

2.Eliminating the prohibition of utilizing the program for members who have already obtained a 

baccalaureate degree. 

Final Reading     

 LB 153 It is designed to exempt 50% of military retired pay from Nebraska income tax. 

 The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be accomplished 

there by: LB 153 is introduced on behalf of the Governor. It is designed to exempt 50% of military retired 

pay from Nebraska income tax. 

Final Reading        



  LB 381 Change expense reimbursement provisions for state officers and agencies 

This legislative proposal seeks to modify the rate of reimbursement for any meal or incident expenses for 

any state officer, employee or member of any commission, council, committee or board of the State 

incurred during an approved travel status to be 75%-100% of the federal  General Services 

Administration (GSA) diems model as determined by and in accordance with policies established by the 

Director of Administrative Service 

Final Reading 

LB311 - Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Act 

The intent of LB 311 is to adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Act. The Act will create a 

paid family and medical leave insurance program to provide partial wage replacement for eligible workers 

to care for themselves or a family member following a serious illness or to care for a new child through 

birth, foster care or adoption. Leave can also be taken for military exigency (requires prompt action 

caused by emergency)  

General File 

LB 750- Prohibit  discrimination based on military or veteran status 

This bill does not remove the requirements to the current law but addresses the extension to cover military 

members and their families. 

Hearing Jan 27, 2020 

 LB 753 - Adopt the Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact 

This compact means that any Audiologist or Speech-Language Pathologist with a license to practice in 

their home state could travel to a member state of the compact and practice their trade using what is 

known as a compact privilege without having to test or get a separate license in that remote state. 

 Hearing was on Jan 22, 2020 

  

LB770 - Provide for the Game and Parks Commission to issue disabled veteran permits as 

prescribed 

Under LB 770, disabled veterans would qualify for a free lifetime park permit, if they are a Nebraska 

resident, were honorably discharged, and rated 50% or more disabled as a result of his/her service or 

100% disabled non-service connected and receiving a pension from the U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs. 

Hearing Jan 30, 2020  

 LB 817 - Adopt the Prescribing Psychologist Practice Act 

Establishes a pathway for currently licensed clinical psychologists to gain post-doctoral training and 

education to prescribe psychotropic drugs to patients. The bill also requires a 2-year physician supervised 

training period with specific guidelines. 

 Hearing was Jan 24, 2020 



  

 LB 841 - Change provisions relating to certain certifications for homestead exemptions 

 Under the Nebraska Homestead Exemption, certain categories of disabled veterans, their spouses, and 

permanently disabled individuals are eligible for a partial or total property tax exemption. 

 LB841 strikes this provision to prevent permanently disabled veterans and individuals from being 

required to recertify their disability status each year for the Homestead Exemption. 

 Hearing: January 24, 2020 

LB 842 - Change provisions relating to motor vehicle tax imposed on military servicemembers 

In current statute, active duty members of the armed forces who are stationed in Nebraska but are a 

resident of another state are exempt from the motor vehicle tax. LB 842 provides that active duty 

members of the armed forces who are Nebraska residents, as well as their spouses, would also qualify for 

this exemption. 

Hearing Jan 27, 2020 

 LB 850 - Authorize placement of a monument to the First Regiment Nebraska Volunteer Infantry 

at Fort Donelson National Battlefield 

The bill also creates the First Regiment Nebraska Volunteer Infantry at Fort Donelson Committee, the 

purpose of which is to provide for creation, production, transportation, installation and unveiling of the 

monument. The purpose of the First Regiment Nebraska Volunteer Infantry at Fort Donelson Committee 

shall be funded by gifts, grants, bequests, donations and other privately donated funds.  

Placed In General File 

LB911 - Provide for acquisition of former Nebraska Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in Grand Island 

Amends  the state veteran cemetery system by requiring the addition of the former Nebraska Veterans’ 

Memorial Cemetery in Grand Island. The bill provides the ability for the city of Grand Island to give the 

title of land and potential additional land as negotiated to the state. It would provide for an initial program 

statement and require the Department of Veterans’ Affairs director to apply for financing from the federal 

government 

Placed In General File 

 LB952 - Provide for a new homestead exemption 

Amends statute to provide for a new Homestead Exemption for disabled veterans based on disability 

percentage as determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs at the following rates 

Disability Percentage of Claimant                 Percentage of exemption 

 At least 95% disabled                                            95 

At least 90% but less than 95% disabled                90 

At least 85% but less than 90% disabled                 85 

At least 80% but less than 85% disabled                 80 



At least 75% but less than 80% disabled                 75 

At least 70% but less than 75% disabled                 70 

At least 65% but less than 70% disabled                 65 

At least 60% but less than 65% disabled                 60 

At least 55% but less than 60% disabled                 55 

At least 50% but less than 55% disabled                 50 

  

Hearing: January 24, 2020 

  

 

 

 

 
Details 

The Central Nebraska Veterans’ Home (CNVH) is hosting a career fair at the facility on 

Wednesday, March 4, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. There will be opportunities to learn about job 

openings, apply for positions, and interview to become a teammate all in the same day. 
 

CNVH currently has openings for RNs, LPNs, CNAs, medication aides, and food service 

workers, as well as a pharmacist, switchboard operator, and activity specialist. The facility also 

employs housekeepers, maintenance workers, administrative and office workers, social workers, 

and more. Interested parties can learn about current openings and future opportunities at the 

state-of-the-art facility, as well as benefits offerings including the State of Nebraska’s insurance 

and retirement plans, tuition assistance, and vacation and holidays. 
 

For anyone interested in becoming a CNA, there will be information on the facility’s CNA class, 

which pays participants an hourly wage during training, pays for training supplies and the 

certification exam, and potentially offers a job in the facility upon completion of the training.  
 



CNVH is a state-of-the-art facility located at 4510 E 56th Street in Kearney, Neb., that offers 

assisted living, skilled nursing, and memory care to Nebraska veterans and eligible family 

members. More information about the home and all the Nebraska Department of Veterans’ 

Affairs facilities can be found at veterans.nebraska.gov. Current job openings are listed at 

statejobs.nebraska.gov. 

 

 

 

Tax Year 2020 Homestead Exemption  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

Ruth A. Sorensen, Property Tax Administrator Property Assessment Division  

402-471-5962 

  

Tax Year 2020 Homestead Exemption 

February 3, 2020 (LINCOLN, NEB.) — The Nebraska Department of Revenue, Property Assessment 

Division (Department) reminds property owners that the Nebraska Homestead Exemption Application, 

Form 458, must be filed with their county assessor between February 3, 2020 and June 30, 2020. 

The homestead exemption provides relief from property taxes by exempting all or a portion of the 

taxable value of the residence. The State of Nebraska reimburses counties and other governmental 

subdivisions for the property taxes lost due to homestead exemptions. 

In Nebraska, a homestead exemption is available to the following groups of persons: 

• Persons over the age of 65; 

• Qualified disabled individuals; or 

• Qualified disabled veterans and their widow(er)s. 

Some categories are subject to household income limitations and residence valuation requirements. The 

income limitations are on a sliding scale. 

Homestead exemption forms and information are available at revenue.nebraska.gov/PAD/homestead-

exemption. 

For more information on the homestead exemption program, please contact your county assessor’s 

office, or the Department at 888-475-5101. 

Pete Ricketts, Governor 



 

Wars continue to poison  

‘Black snow’ from burn pits impacting health of veterans serving in Middle East  

My latest article in our county newspaper down here. If you are an OEF, OIF, or any other veteran 

possibly exposed to burn pits I suggest you take my advice in the article. 

 

https://www.chronicleonline.com/opinion/columnists/wars-continue-to-poison/article_04fad16c-49e2-

11ea-bb50-eb5165e74c4d.html 

In a recent Chronicle article, “The Poison of war,” I covered the impact of Agent Orange exposure to our 

veterans during the Vietnam War. It was tremendous to have so many people contact me about the 
information I provided on our suffering and America’s delays in responding to our illnesses and those of 
family members. 

 

John Stewart 

GUEST COLUMN 

Wars continue to poison 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 


